Young people aged 16 and over in further
education
This section looks at what you can expect if your child is in further education.
Many young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) or disabilities, once they
are over compulsory school age, move into further education (FE), such as FE and
sixth form colleges and 16-19 academies. For simplicity, this section refers to all
post-16 providers as colleges.
Colleges should be involved in plans for young people to leave school and enter
college, so they can be prepared to meet their needs. They should give young
people the chance, before they enter college, to say whether they have SEN or a
disability which might affect their learning. Colleges should then discuss with young
people and explain how they will provide support to meet their needs.
If your son or daughter has SEN, the college needs to use its best endeavours to
give them the support they need. Support for most young people will be provided
through SEN support
http://fis.westberks.gov.uk/kb5/westberkshire/fsd/localoffer.page?familychannel=4-3.
This might include support from outside the college.
The college should keep the support it provides under review and discuss it regularly
with you and your son or daughter. They should keep records of your son or
daughter’s progress and the support they receive up to date and keep you all
informed of progress.
At age 16, and beyond, young people will often become increasingly independent
and may want to exercise more control over the support they receive for their SEN.
Colleges, your local authority and others who provide services for young people
when they are over compulsory school age are expected to communicate directly
with the young person. You should talk to your son or daughter and agree how best
you can be involved and how much support they will need as they get older. Once
you have agreed arrangements which work for you, your son or daughter should let
their college know so that you can receive the information and support you need as a
parent to continue to give your child the support that they need from you.
If a college, despite its best endeavours, can’t meet a young person’s needs then a
young person, with support from their parents, should consider whether they need an
Education, Health and Care (EHC) needs assessment, which might lead to an EHC
plan
http://fis.westberks.gov.uk/kb5/westberkshire/fsd/localoffer.page?familychannel=4-26&sortfield=title&sorttype=field.
If you think your son or daughter needs an assessment, you should both discuss this
with the college. A request can be made for an EHC plan up until a young person
reaches the age of 25.

Further Information
For more information about support for young people aged 16+ in further education
who have SEN or disabilities, please look at Chapter 7 of the 0-25 SEND Code of
Practice https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/send-code-of-practice-0-to-25.
You can also check the West Berkshire Local Offer
http://fis.westberks.gov.uk/kb5/westberkshire/fsd/localoffer.page. Or you can speak
to us http://www.westberkssendiass.info/westberks_dev/index.php/About_us

